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Ref: LH/CA114/Let.09

16t June, 2009.

Mr. Frank Daly,
Chairman,

Commission on Taxation,
Le Pole House,

Ship Street Great,

Dublin 8.

Dear Chairman,

While 1 realise the deadline for submissions to the Commission has long passed, I
would be grateful if you could consider our comments below in relation to Section 480A
Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (relief for sportspersons). This letter is prompted by
recent media commentary that the Commission will be recommending the abolition of
this relief which has been absolutely fundamental to the growth of professional rugby
in the last decade and the significant economic benefit which successful Irish provincial
and national teams have brought to the national and local economies. One direct
impact of the growth and success of the professional game has also been the
significantly enhanced participation levels in schools and clubs all around the country
which is another beneficial side effect of the relief.

Background

Prior to 2000 the vast majority of Irish international players were based overseas in the
UK and France and accordingly the National coaching team had very little time to work
with the players and to manage their training and playing schedules for the benefit of
the National Team. The sportspersons relief has become a key plank in the LRF.U.'s
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