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With the economy in difficulty it's important to find a way of reducing CO2 output while finding ways to stimulate the economy. A cheap and effective way of doing this is, I believe, to change the vehicle number plate system we currently use. Car number plates display the year and county of registration of the car, both largely irrelevant pieces of information (especially now any car's history can be checked online - not an option when the current system was introduced in 1987) while the birrage of digits that follow are difficult to see and remember compared to a letter-based system.

By replacing the year and county (often four digits) with a single letter to denote the car's CO2 tax band it not only makes a strong statement about your commitment to the environment it would also help spur new cars sales, helping to put older, more polluting cars off the road. It would also allow car dealers to sell cars all year round, not just at the start of the year (an awful time to buy a car) avoiding the feast or famine scenario we now endure and which has forced many dealers out of business this year. It would also remove the stigma associated with driving an '10' car next year.

Further money could be pumped into government coffers by allowing people to re-register older cars to show their green credentials. If a letter-based system is adopted, a market in special plates will be formed, resulting in more revenue for the government. Letters also reduce the clutter on number plates by reducing the number of digits required. When five numbers are used only 99,999 registrations are possible but if you use five letters generate 12 million registrations, enough number plates for the next 60 years. Use numbers and letters to create five characters and it's closer to 60 million permutations. This also maximises the variations in special plates (see example 4 and 5 below) which would then become an easy source of income for the government. A plate such as "G BMW M5", for example, could be priced at several thousand euro.

Best of all, the system would cost next to nothing to implement and doesn't involve reducing tax on cars or increasing tax on fuel.

Ireland would be the first country in the world to use such a system and it would work especially well in tandem with a new scrappage scheme, if the government was planning such a thing.

ALTERNATIVE PLATE DESIGN:

(Band first, then five random digits)

1. A-B1A45
2. B-1224N
3. C-HY4J5
4. F-LIMO1
5. G-BMWM5
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