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Subject: G47 - Richard Spicer

A Chairde, 

There are 5 very short points outlined here which may or may not have been considered in your deliberations to date. Myself and a colleague have worked them out in greater detail but these couple of paras sum up a taxation/levy proposal. 

Property Tax/Environmental levy
Proposal
In current domestic and international circumstances it seems inevitable that the required expansion of Irelands tax base will impel the introduction of a tax on property of some sort or other. If we take account of environmental considerations this could be so linked as to redefine it as an ‘environmental levy’ To place the total burden of reform on income tax or vat seems likely to impinge unduly on consumer spending or state revenues giving neighbouring tax regimes.
The question as to whether this levy is channelled locally (as with rates in the past) or to central coffers is something that lies outside the scope of this proposal.
The requirements of an effective tax are that it be economical to collect, and be seen as fair and equitable.
The proposal outlined fulfils these requirements but has the additional benefit of offering an incentive for the installation and operation of energy saving systems.
(1) ASSESSMENT
The key proposal in this area is that the amount of tax payable be self- assessed.
(2) VERIFICATION 
A centralised inspection authority operating random spot checks with penalty enforcing powers be established. This authority would inspect area of property and functioning of energy saving technology (with allowance for proven temporary malfunction of such).
(3) CALCULATION OF TAX
This would be a flat rate per sq metre of ground floor and first floor of residence (half that if first floor is loft conversion ) or unoccupied residential/holiday property. (3rd floor may be excluded as many of such properties are older high maintenance properties often with historic or visual merit).
(4) ENVIRONMENTAL INCENTIVES
The Wattage of any working energy saving devices such as solar panels or generators would reduce tax payable. The energy rating of a residence would place it in a particular payment band on the payment form.
(5) PAYMENT 
This would be annual,(but with scope for monthly payments) and require a simple tick box form to be filled out with easily worked out payment . 
Social welfare reductions would be allowed and the levy would be fixed locally following national guidelines.
yours sincerely Dick Spicer 
