Proposed environmental levy on all owned domestic property not covered by industrial rates.

This proposal has a dual aim of raising funds for Central/local government and functioning as an incentive to the installation of energy saving measures. It could replace direct funding for such installations thus further saving public funds currently marked for such purposes.
          This proposed tax is made up from a calculation of the internal area of all owned enclosed fixed domestic living space.{ In other words based on the area of globe used.)Allowance is made for as many variations in circumstances as possible with reductions made on a percentage basis.

Liability for payment rests with the owner 

Assessment for area and liability is all based on SELF -ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES.

Verification.

This is done at any time for any reason with due notice by a dedicated department of inspectors and variations are liable in either direction from an area liability submitted.

Area notification to the department is given automatically when;

The domestic area has a new registered owner.

There is completion of any planning consent.

 In addition                             

 A ten year verification of no change certificate would be required.         ( Undertaken by a registered valuer.) Fee for same to be regulated.

In addition all valuers or agents handling any sale of a domestic property covered by this tax are required on completion to forward details of the liable internal area to the department.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEASUREMENT.

Detached houses.
1.   Measure all the enclosed internal area of the ground floor of a dwelling.

 Exclude area taken up by cars (area used to store the vehicle within the main or liable structure). 

 Exclude any area taken up by plants in the form of a conservatory or green house if attached to main building. (Must have a clear roof )

 Exclude any area not enclosed by a closing door.                                       

2.  Measure all enclosed area of any 2nd floor   

Any further floors or roof spaces are exempt.

Semi detached & Single storey dwellings.

1.  Measure all the enclosed internal area of the ground floor of a dwelling.

Exclude area taken up by cars (area used to store the vehicle within the main or liable structure). 

 Exclude any area taken up by plants in the form of a conservatory or green house if attached to main building. (Must have a clear roof )

 Exclude any area not enclosed by a closing door.                                      

2.   Measure all area of occupied loft/partial 2nd storey space.

· Area above ground floor not having continuous vertical straight walls. If area has no windows of any kind it is exempt.

· Note only 50% of this area is liable.
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Flats/apartments

(1) Measure all internal occupied area. No exemptions.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 EXEMPTIONS AND PARTIAL EXEMPTIONS ON AGE OF STRUCTURE AND IMPACT GROUNDS.

Dwellings or parts of dwellings constructed before 1835 are exempt structures dismantled with the site cleared down to the base are exempt. Also parts of dwellings if dismantled as above will be exempt.

   ------------------------------------------------------------------------

FORMS OF MEASUREMENT.
In all cases measurement is to be taken to the nearest square meter 

It must include all useable internal area..

Internal solid wall space may be excluded.

Where angles are encountered best estimates +/- 5% will be allowed.

Accuracy

On inspection this must be within 10% of the inspecting officer or agents figure.

  A FIGURE OF OCCUPIED AREA IS THUS GENERATED.
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TAX SETTING.                                         

 The state Government will set an amount in the sq meter it requires for its needs.

The Local Council will set an amount in the sq meter it needs for its requirements taking local area considerations into account.

An area sensitive local component of the tax is thus generated.

Sample suggested reductions.

Social welfare reductions

This would be from the liable sum calculated on the self- assessment form.

                                                                                               Reduction 

Are you unemployed (more than 8 weeks continuous)………..90%

Are you registered disabled……………………………………. 90%

Are you over 80 years of age…………………………………...  90%

1d   are you over 65 years of age………………………………...70%

1e   are you in receipt of a medical card………………………...70%

1f   are you a student under 21 years of age…………………… 70%

 If any social welfare allowance is claimed none of the following environmental reductions can be claimed.
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Environmental reductions

Does dwelling have complete double glazing ?                            15% 

Does dwelling have an insulated roof. (Approved type see list) 15%

 Is hot water cylinder lagged………………………… ……         5% 

 Dwelling has L/E light bulbs……………………………… …….5%

 Does dwelling have independent water heating (Sun, Wind or biomasses)                                                                                         20 %   Does dwelling have independent Power supply under 2KW

 (wind or sun)                                                                                   10%

 Does dwelling have  an have independent Power supply. 

 Over 2 KW.( From Sun,Wind or water etc.NOT oil                 25%                                                

Does dwelling  have no connection to Power grid all power being provided from renewable sources  ?                           .                 85%

Is your dwelling heated other than by oil………………...…        5%

 Situation / service / access considerations with regard to use of local government services.

     % To be deducted from  local gov levy

No option of rubbish collection………………...                              10%

No  streetlights in  vicinity,…………………… …_                         10%

No direct access to a road (nearer than 400 mtrs )..​_                      10%

Not  connected to mains water…….…………………….                15%

Not connected to mains sewage……………………….._                 15%

other possible modifiable condition to be assessed. By department.

       And notified………………………………………………….TBA
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CALCULATION.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Each of the various conditions will allow for % deductions . 
Except for exempt dwellings all standing properties shall be liable for 1% of  levy no matter what % allowance attained.( Cover administration costs )

THUS AN ENVIROMENTAL, SITUATION AND DWELLING ALLOWANCE IS ARRIVED AT.

EXAMPLE CALCULATION.

Rate by CG = 4.5 Euro per sq mtr………  2.5

Rate by LAG=1.5  Euro per  sq mtr…..… 2.5

Total levy 5 Euro per payable  sq Mtr.

---------------------------------------------------------

Area calculation of all property owned  in respect of this levy……………………………………….Say 648 sq mtrs

Allowance    Reduction 

                                                               =     Say  50%

----------------------------------------------------------

Area of liability 648 x 5                                     324 0. euro

Deduct 50%                                                     -1620

                                                                         ----------- 

                                                                    =      1620 Euro payable

 __________________________________________________________________

Submitted by

Dick Spicer 

Robert Few     

