Dear Commission Members, here are some points I, as a private citizen & compliant Irish resident taxpayer, would wish to have you consider:

I believe there in an inherent inequity in the way that 

interest is charged/granted in respect of overdue taxes & tax refunds.

The interest rates should be at the same rate for both situations & should 

apply from when the due date occurred. 

Major expense items such as Medical 

claims, RAC payments, Nursing Home charges should be allowed against ones 

PAYE exposure from when they were paid, for purposes of calculating interest 

on refunds due.  Payment dates can be declared & accepted unless 

successfully challenged, as applies to the rest of one's income return.

Whilst I recognise that Carbon Tax initiatives are a priority for your 

group I would make the following further suggestions for your agenda, none of 

which I have a vested interest in:

1. Abolish levies &, as required, adjust income tax rates to achieve tax 

transparency. Unlimited PRSI ceilings, when state pensions have no regards 

to PRSI contributions actually paid, created yet another stealth tax on 

income so revert to old system & adjust tax rates as necessary.

2. Allow vouched childcare/crèche/home help costs against income for tax 

computation purposes -- but see 3 below.

3. Adopt French system, or some version thereof, for paying "casual" help 

thus reducing the grey economy & boosting service employment.

4. Amend the present system for taxing HNW individuals, with high 

non-Irish income, so that the emotion is taken out of the debate about tax 

equity for such people who can effectively "bend" the Residence/Domicile 

rules.  We want to keep these people as Irish citizens & not drive them 

away by either, effectively penal tax burdens on income not derived from 

Ireland, or being made to feel unacceptable by adverse public comments,  

 at times & not always totally unjustified !.

5. Compliment the Revenue on how they have become so much more "user 

friendly" to individuals over the past 10 years or so.

6. Encourage HQ locations in Ireland by imaginative tax regimes, direct & 

indirect, for the corporates & their key foreign employees here.

7. FDI remains vital to the whole island of Ireland from an employment, 

education, tax yield, social & political point of view so imaginative tax 

incentives, within EU constraints, must be a continued objective for 

Ireland Inc so we continue to get more than our fair share of mobile FDI.

8. Ask Miriam HO'B what lessons she learned & what does she feel should be 

done now that she didn't or couldn't do 25 years ago, albeit in very 

different times !

9. Ideally ALL forms of income should be assessable to taxation on income, to include

levies etc (but see # 1 above), & income for these purposes should include all subsidies

with allowances to maintain existing levels of after-tax benefit so that there is transparancy

at the "Gross" level for all to see & evaluate.  This will expose many net income anomolies.

I wish you well in your work & look forward to the Exec Summary of your deliberations in due course.

John B Dillon
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