As a tax-payer for 46 years, I want to make a submission to the Commission. 
First point: I never objected to paying tax and I'm sure that applies to most tax-payers.
Second point: What I do object to, and I hope the Commission will do something about, is the waste of tax-payers' money.
In recent years, we were promised transparency and accountability, but when you examine what is being done in these areas, you find that the cover-up continues. For a start, putting a fee on Freedom of Information requests. In whose interests was that? Not the tax-payer, more likely the tax evader.
The Comptroller and Auditor General annually shows massive waste on the part of Government departments and semi-State bodies, but his department is under-funded, so the real picture never emerges, and nothing ever seems to be done about the waste he unveils. In whose favour is that? Not the tax-payers', although the Government bleat that they can't afford to bulk up the Department. The Commission should insist that the Comptroller gets all the man-power he needs. If he did, in a matter of years, fear of exposure would make people more accountable and less likely to waste wantonly at the tax-payers' expense.
In three other areas - Pensions Ombudsman, Financial Regulator and Insurance Ombudsman - there is also a need to ensure that they have all the funds necessary to root out the non-compliant. There are probably other State watchdogs that I am not aware of, and the same applies to them.
Overall, if the Government was serious about rooting out tax evasion, waste of tax-payers' money and irregularities in pensions, financial houses and insurance, they would provide the funds so that a new culture of honesty would emerge in a short time.
The Commission should make this point forcefully. Too often, when issues are raised about these matters, the Government provides a whitewash, leading one to wonder - whose side are they on? Too often in the past, the elected representatives have been on the side of the tax evaders and those who cheat the public. Hopefully, the Commission will lay it on the line that that day is over - the honest tax-payer must be looked after first. We pay the piper; it's about time we called the tune.
Sean Ryan.
