Submisson on local Property Tax.Water and Waste charges and and increase on the Income Tax base : written by Aodán mac Donncha 

A local property tax to be paid to local authorities to reduce their dependence on the central exchequer and give local aurtorities more independce,this proposal would be similar to local  authorities collection of motor tax collected for the government and reallocated  back to local authorities by block grants however in the case of property tax the tax would remain with the local authorities and those authorities with a more efficient at property  tax collection would have more funds.The revenue  as result of a property tax would gain income tax on properties rented out at present  with undeclared rental income and  the  rental income on such properties not declared from previous years.A cut-off point year could be decided and amnesty on undeclared rental income could be offered to taxpayers to declare such arrears of income tax at a low tax rate , free from interest or penalties giving a windfall to the state and making all property tax compliant .New homes would have to registered with the local authorities at the point where a building commencement notice is given as a planning condition and a property tax and or charges for waste/water to follow on completion.

The lack of knowledge on our housing stock and other building has led to bad planning and  lack of services in the last 30 years since domestic rates were abolished, a case can be made for a commission to examine water and waste charges and local property taxes.At present there is no impulsion on the domestic house to have a waste collector to take waste, in the rural areas about 30-40% support a waste collection service making waste costs high for those who support waste collection,others dispose of waste illegally. All households should have waste permits .Domestic water charges will have to be levied sooner or later .It is past time to levy a local property tax on second homes and holiday homes ,each citizen over 18 years is entitled to one house exempt from a property tax and each additional house owned should be classified for business or pleasure with a property tax based on a percentage of its rental value or market value  .Census 2006 states in rural areas 20% of houses are unoccupied, most are holiday / rental homes. A property tax on such houses and  income tax on all declared  rental property would increase the tax  base . 

 There is wide spread tax evasion on declaration of rental property income in all towns with 3 rd level colleges and immigrant / working populations because Revenue and the local authorities are unaware of how many houses exist .Since the domestic rate collectors disappeared 30 years ago there is no local knowledge of house ownership.An Oireachtas committee has proposed the setting up of an independent authority to manage the electoral matters / voter  registration,its enumerators(state employees) could forward information to local authorities and the Revenue of the occupier and owner of each home type. Each property tax exempt domestic home  of an adult citizen could pay a minimal fee to cover a 100%  waste collection coverage based on weight  and minimum water charges based on usage only with no fixed minimum charges ,so you pay only for usage of water and weight of waste which conforms to EU directives on the polluter pays principle.All unoccupied homes thus would have property tax and local charges  levied upon them unless the reputed owner can prove as to why the house is unoccupied.The housing stock of the state would be fully accounted for helping planners and infrastructure analysis,local authorities and revenue would increase income and the public would have a 100% compliant waste collection system with reduction in illegal waste and funds income to invest in clean water supplies.

